THE    SHADOWS    FALL             545
* Soviet elements of the population and carrying the march
as far as Moscow.
The Eighth Army succeeded in restoring its left flank by
flinging in reserves. But the right flank of the Ninth Army
,had suffered more seriously. Shorin, the commander of
the main shock force, took measures which resulted in
reuniting the internal flanks of the two armies, but failed to
arrest Mamontov's cavalry. On Shorin's order the reserve
56th division was advanced from the Kirsanov district to
meet Mamontov. One battalion of the division was taken
on carts to Sampur, but here it was smashed by one of the
roving detachments of Mamontov's corps. A similar fate
overtook the cavalry brigade of the 36th infantry division,
which was shifted to cover the Tambov-Balashov sector of
the railway. Coming up against the great mass of Mamon-
tov's cavalry, after a brief struggle the brigade was
scattered.
On August 18th Mamontov took Tambov by storm.
But this success did not prevent the main sections of Shorin's
army opening the offensive, although a force amounting
to almost two infantry divisions had to be detached to deal
with Mamontov. Simultaneously an offensive was also
opened on the Ukrainian sector of the Southern front.
The front, which on the north and north-east stretched
almost in a straight line from Stary Oskol to Balashov and
then bent back towards Tsaritsin, began to straighten out.
Under the pressure of the enemy's superiority the cossack
regiments retreated southward, making frequent counter-
attacks, and turning and fighting at every district boundary.
Now that they were once more on Don cossack soil they
again recovered their fighting spirit: desertions fell off con-
siderably, and reinforcements flowed in from the Middle
Don districts. The farther Shorin's force penetrated into
the Don cossack area the stronger and more bitter grew
the resistance it had to face. On their own initiative the
cossacks of the insurgent Upper Don districts held village
meetings and proclaimed a general mobilization, attended
service at the village church, then marched off to the front.
Now the fatal effects of Trotsky's defeatist plans began to
to be fully revealed. Fighting its way steadily towards
the rivers Khopr and Don, overcoming the bitter resistance
of the Whites and operating in tenitorv where the rnaioritv